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MEU Organizes a Seminar on Modern Challenges and Future Outlook to
Higher Education in Jordan

Under the Patronage of Prof. Ala’addin Al Halhouli, Middle East University organized a seminar on Modern Challenges and Future Outlook
to Higher Education in Jordan, where Dr. Ameen Mahmoud, Former Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Education, and in the
presence of Dr. Yacoub Nasereddin, Director of the Board of Trustees, and Dr. Ahmad Nasereddin, Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors,
and a body of faculty deans.
Dr. Ameen Mahmoud pointed out that kindergarten is the basis of education and it is important to raise its level and readiness in order
to create a generation that is aware of its responsibilities and educational life and in school. He also added that reform requires a clear
political well and vision for the future, while creating a competitive environment between universities paved with creativity and innovation.
He explained that reform in school and higher education faces several problems and diverse issues in light of the absence of coordination
among stakeholders; a process often disturbed with ambiguity and the abundance of specialized and non-specialized theories in this area.
From his side, Former Minister of Higher Education Scientific Research, said it is important to come up with modern specializations in
artificial intelligence, being the modern source of interest all over the world, by creating convenient infrastructure and providing human
resources qualified for teaching those specializations.
Dr. Owais also said that everyone is responsible for the transformation process in education, confirming the importance of having role
models for students and focusing on that in the educational process. He also made reference to the exhilarating development Middle East
University is witnessing, especially in information and e-learning technologies.
Dr. Yacoub Nasereddin, Director of the Board of Trustees also said that we are suffering in Jordan from the situation of education as not
being considered an important priority for governments, especially the last five governments, which has caused a great gap between
education in Jordan and its exhilarating development in some countries in the region and around the world.
He added that it is necessary for the government, on all its levels, to work diligently to develop education, and to restructure our traditional
culture of interest in only receiving a university certificate. He said that it is necessary to encourage technical and vocational teaching in
order to be prepared for future challenges, since the problems that exist in education were already diagnosed and solutions were created,
except that necessary reform has been carried out as yet.
He demanded amending the Civil Service Law within a framework that determines priorities in the job market, as well as connecting one
aspect of employment mechanism with the practical skills of individuals, not only their academic certificate. He also said it is important to
proportion wages to economic inflation and focus on enhancing the main performance of employees by connecting incentives and raises
to the vocational performance, which will be reflected on performance and the quality of services provided to students.
Prof. Ala’addin Al Halhouli, from his side, concluded that there is a close link between the two types of education in Jordan, and that this
seminar is aimed at discussing essential steps to advance education in Jordan, in light of the educational reforms being taken in Jordan
at a fast pace. All programs offered at MEU, he explained, were created in alignment with technological development, including programs
linked to artificial intelligence such as Financial Technology and Business Intelligence, and that MEU will continue its efforts to achieve its
vision for a smart, advanced environment.

April

2021

1

MEU Signs a Memorandum of Cooperation with Capital Bank

MEU signed today a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) with Capital Bank that aims to provide MEU students
with opportunities to develop their skills and acquire a hands-on experience in various banking areas.
This memorandum, according to Dr. Yacoub Nasereddin, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, shall constitute
an important foundation for linking directly between academic learning and practical training in innovation and
entrepreneurship sectors. It shall also facilitate the cooperation between MEU and Capital Bank in research and
development projects and in knowledge exchange.
From his side, Mr. Dawoud Al-Ghoul, CEO of Capital Bank, expressed his admiration of the exhilarating
development of Middle East University, especially in terms of its local, regional, and international partnerships,
which has reflected positively on its academic achievements. He pointed out that this MoC shall further the efforts
made by MEU to develop the leadership and vocational skills of its students.
Prof. Ala’a Eddin Halhouli, MEU President, also commented on this cooperation, saying that it is intended to
promote partnerships between the educational sector and banks, especially in the areas of fintech, business
intelligence, and artificial intelligence. This, he added, shall move students closer to real-life practices through
training programs, and enable MEU to incubate digital transformation projects done by its students to serve the
wider market.
The MoC will provide senior students up to 160 hours of training at the bank branches and in its projects in Jordan
and the region. This will include the areas of IT, digital marketing, data analysis, and industrial engineering, granting
students the opportunity to work side by side with the highly-qualified bank personnel.
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The Faculty of Business at MEU Receives the Quality Assurance
Certificate

The Accreditation and Quality Assurance Commission for Higher Education Institutions (AQACHEI), on its session No.
16/2021 on 28/04/2021, headed by Dr. Thafer Yousef Sarayrah, decided to grant Middle East University the Jordanian
Quality Assurance Certificate.
In this occasion, Dr. Yacoub Nasereddin, Director of the Board of Trustees at MEU, congratulated the MEU family, especially
the Faculty of Business, for receiving the Quality Assurance Certificate; the fruit of diligence and excellence. He praised the
efforts exerted by both the academic and the administrative staff, expressing his pride and acknowledgement of such an
excellent academic achievement. Moreover, he confirmed that this import step is a milestone in the strategic plan created
by MEU when it was established, and part of its vision towards a true educational experience. As part of this vision, he
assured, MEU will continue to seek receiving local and international rankings, aiming at the same time, also as part of its
policy, to raise the level of education in Jordan.
From his side, MEU President Prof. Ala’addin Al Halhouli pointed out that this achievement is a continuation of the efforts
exerted by the staff at MEU, each of whom maintained a high level of quality in their own work. It is worth mentioning that
quality was a strategic option within the strategic plan for the years 2019 – 2024, supported by the Board of Trustees and the
governance councils across MEU, as well as the hard work of quality assurance teams in each faculty and in the Deanship
of Quality Assurance, all working towards achieving the vision, mission, and goals of MEU.
The Dean of the Faculty of Business, Hisham Abu Saimeh, also indicated that this academic achievement is a proof of the
advanced quality level of the educational process and its outputs in the faculty, which reflects positively on the faculty
graduates and contributes directly to creating for them various opportunities in the future. Such a prominent place of MEU
also attracted teaching and administrative staff with excellent qualifications. This has made the Faculty of Business a
target for excellent students, apart from its connection to the hosted programs of Bedfordshire University, the first British
university in Jordan.
The Faculty of Business is one of the first faculties to be established at MEU, having started its postgraduate programs
in 2005 and then its undergraduate programs in 2008. The faculty focused on studying the needs of the local, regional,
and international market to move the educational process forward from traditional programs to modern programs, keeping
track of the updates and developments of the business sector and the needs of the market, connecting theory to practice.
Such approach created for the faculty a holistic experience that earned it the quality certificate.
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MEU Receives the Officers who participated in the Eighth Advanced Media
Course

MEU received a host of participants in the Eighth Advanced Media Course, held by the Jordan Armed ForcesArab Army Moral Guidance Department, with taking into consideration the measures for protecting public health
and safety.
During the visit, Dr. Hanan Al-Sheikh, Dean of the Faculty of Media, briefed the guests on MEU’s philosophy and
vision, which primarily focuses on developing curricula across faculties so as to enhance the inputs and outputs of
academic learning. This is especially true for the Faculty of Media, which introduced modern media technologies
and courses to teach digital skills and explain the role of social media in forming the public opinion.
From her side, Dr. Layla Jarrar, Head of Journalism and Media, explained the significant role of postgraduate
programs at MEU. She provided examples of her own experience to demonstrate the necessity of staying up-todate with the digital revolution and of employing multimedia.
From his side, the Manager of the Media Training and Development Center at MEU, Dr. Mazen Al Fadawi, explained
the importance of activating the practical aspect of the Faculty of Media’s curriculum in order to train students and
qualify them for the job market. He said that the center provides training courses on written journalism, television
and radio, photography, and all sorts of communication skills.
Near the end of the visit, the delegation lauded the cooperation between the MEU and the Jordan Armed Forces,
which asserts MEU’s investment in undertaking its social responsibility and partnering with various institutions in
Jordan, so as to serve the Jordanian youth and lay the road ahead of it to serve its country in turn. This visit is part
of the MEU’s celebrations of the Second Centennial.
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MEU Signs a Cooperation Agreement with Masarat

In furthering its impact through cooperation with different sectors, MEU signed a cooperation agreement with
Masarat, a Jordanian company concerned with promoting development on the national level. This cooperation is
aimed at empowering women to enable them to succeed and compete on various levels: personal, professional,
and entrepreneurial, and increase her participation in leading national development.
Masarat Founder and Former Minister of State for Media Affairs, Jumana Ghunaimat, said that this agreement
would bridge the gap between academic practices and professional practices in preparing women leaders and
entrepreneurs in both the public and the private sectors, as this achievement would pave the way for a prosperous
new centenary.
MEU President Ala’addin Al Halhouli also explained that the agreement, considered a model for partnership and
knowledge exchange, aims mainly to develop an integrated curriculum that includes the basic skills that empower
women to be leaders capable of making decisions on a national scale. The agreement, he continued, would also
help in conducting studies, research, and working papers that focus on creating solutions for the obstacles facing
woman leaders in Jordan. Overall, this cooperation implies partnership in implementing projects that develop and
market creative ideas for professional courses where women in Jordan can assume leading roles.
From her side, parliament member and Co-Founder of Masarat, Wafaa Bani Mustafa, emphasised the importance
of the continued support for women by providing the means for developing her skills and achieve her goals, so as
to be able to become a successful member of her community in different sectors and on various levels.
The signing of the agreement was witnessed by Prof. Salam Al Mahadin, Vice President for Academic Affairs, and
Prof. Anees Al Mansour, Vice President for Administrative and Legal Affairs, Dr. Tamara Nasereddin, President
Assistant, and Dr. Hanan Alsheikh, Dean of the Faculty of Media.
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MEU Stands for the Jordanian Flag in Celebration of the
National Flag Day

Under the patronage of Dr. Ala’addin Al Halhouli, the Deanship of Students Affairs organized a stand for the
Jordanian flag in celebration of the National Flag Day. The event was attended by members of both the academic
and the administrative faculties, deans of faculties, and several MEU employees, within the measures of public
safety. This celebration comes as an emphasis of the symbolism of the flag, which was carried throughout the
years by generation after generation to protect the soil of this country.
Dr. Salim Sharif, the Dean of Students Affairs, spoke on behalf of MEU students who could not attend the
event, stressing their pride of the flag of their country. This is an extension of MEU’s investment in the centenary
celebrations to emphasise the symbolism of the Jordanian flag as an emblem of pride that accompanies every
national celebration. Moreover, MEU boasts the tallest flagpole among Jordanian universities.
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MEU Holds a Seminar Entitled “Ramadan: The Month of
Mercy and Forgiveness”

Under the patronage of Prof. Anees Al Mansour, Vice President for Administrative and Legal Affairs, and in the
presence of faculty deans, MEU held a seminar on campus where the Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, His
Eminence Dr. Abdel Naser Abu Al Basal, talked about the blessings of the holy month of Ramadan.
Dr. Abu Al Basal explained the importance of Ramadan, not only as a month of fasting and worship, but also as a
month of forgiveness and good deeds, of helping those in need, and of connection with others where conflicts and
disputes are resolved.
He also emphasised the importance of avoiding extravagance during Ramadan, for it is only part of worship to
economize one’s spending, give to the poor, and spread kindness through the act of giving. Such an attitude during
the holy month reminds the Muslim that the purpose of Ramadan is to be closer to God than to earthly things.
He also spoke about the importance of alms giving, some of which must be given to the relatives in need, and the
rest to poor families in the form of Zakat. This, he said, creates a community where everyone feels fulfilled and
happy.
At the end of the seminar, Prof. Anees Al Mansour, Vice President for Administrative and Legal Affairs, granted His
Eminence the MEU plaque.
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MEU Holds a Lecture of the Importance of Drama in Media

The Faculty of Media at MEU held a lecture through Zoom on the Importance of Drama as a Media Instrument.
Presenters included Former Jordanian Artists Association President Sari Asaad and Director Garo Ararad. In
addition, the lectured was monitored by Dr. Ashraf Al-Manaseer, a member of the Faculty of Media at MEU.
Several students studying Television Directing and Radio Directing also attended.
During the lecture, participants discussed several aspects regarding how a director reads into scripts and
what are the skills needed to be a successful television or radio director.
Such lectures are part of the effort employed by the Faculty of Media to host experts that can give direct advice
to students and teach them skills they can effectively use in their future careers.
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MEU Reaches the Finals of the IREX Global Solutions Challenge

In cooperation with Rockland Community College (NYC), MEU
established a joint team that was dubbed H2O United to participate in the IREX Global Solutions Challenge.
The team included ten MEU students from the Faculty of Business, supervised by Dr. Fayez Ahmad Al Badri.
The team developed the Meyah Irrigation System Technology; an smart-technology-based irrigation solutions
application that would help farmers all over the world enhance their water use.
The challenge saw the participation of twenty-seven join teams that represent fifty-four universities from all over
the world. Lasting for the duration of ten weeks, the challenge was launched with the intention of establishing
a better sustainable working concept to face modern challenges, addressing the needs of current generations
without depriving future ones. These steps are taken through developing technological applications founded
on three pillars: the community, the planet, and the revenue.
The projects of the teams were reviewed to decide who can compete in the final phase and receive a financial
support to continue to develop technological applications. The MIST application developed by MEU and
Rockland Community College was selected among the six finalists, and the team was invited among others
to make their final presentation in the Global Virtual Gala on 21 April 2021 to select the three winning teams.
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MEU Helps General Secondary Education Students Choose their
Majors

MEU held a lecture entitled “Choosing the Right Major for the Job Market” for the students of Eastern Areinba
Mixed School/Giza District, given via Zoom by Mohammad Shayeb, Director of Students Recruitment Center at
MEU, where he talked about selecting the right university major.
The lecturer discussed various aspects, including the principles of selecting a university major, the opportunities
available for every major in the job market, and things to consider when choosing one. He also talked about teaching
arrangements and the challenges that currently face students with online education, and the right strategies for
studying at home. The lecture was attended by a body of faculty members, students, and parents.
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MEU Participates in the First Discussion on the Centenary Hackathon

The first discussion of the centenary hackathon, which was held through Zoom, started yesterday, where members
of the Scientific Research and Innovation Support Fund at the Ministry of Higher Education were present, as well
as highly-experienced professionals in the field.
The discussion was commenced with a speech by Dr. Waseem Halaseh, Acting Director of the Scientific Research
and Innovation Support Fund, in which he acknowledged the great efforts exerted to make the centenary hackathon
a reality. From his side, the Head of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Committee in the Scientific Research
and Innovation Support Fund, and the Manager of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center in Middle East
University, Dr. Abdul Rahman Zraiq, confirmed that the committee is one of the biggest supporters of the projects
submitted by the participants.
Zraiq also explained the stages of participation in the hackathon and the key aspects and challenges that
participants will have to tackle. In addition, he gave suggestions on how to create solutions for effective innovative
projects.
Other experts taking part in the discussion explained with more detail the key aspects of the hackathon, such as
the challenges to the education sector during Covid-19, the significance of technology and advanced equipment
in communicating valuable educational messages, and the importance of creating a content that addresses the
needs of learners across different levels. Members also spoke about other challenges concerned with water,
energy, food security, and many other issues.
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MEU Participates in the Discussion Sessions of the Promising Police
Leaderships Program Research Papers

The faculty members at the Faculty of Business Dr. Sameer Al Jabali and Dr. Nahla Al Nather joined the defense
committee of the Promising Police Leaderships program, headed by Lieutenant Colonel Nader Al Salamat and joined
also by Dr. Ali Al Jazi. The committee started its work on Thursday April 8th of this month.
The research papers submitted discussed various strategic topics in areas that support the development of the Public
Security Directorate (PSD), in cooperation with its partners in the public and the private sectors.
It is worth acknowledging that the Promising Police Leaderships program was launched by His Highness Prince Al
Hussein bin Abdullah II. The interest of this program is to develop the training and qualifications of human resources
at the PSD, and enable them to encounter the emerging security circumstances, all while maintaining beneficiary
satisfaction.
From its side, MEU lauded the efforts exerted by the PSD in various security and scientific areas, and its continuous
cooperation with all the community institutions to promote cooperation in scientific and academic areas, and exchange
experience and knowledge to benefit the whole society.
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MEU Holds a Workshop on DACUM Approach for Curriculum
Development

Under the patronage of MEU President Prof. Alaa Eddin Al Halhouli, the Consulting, Training and Language
Center in MEU held a specialized workshop on using the Developing a Curriculum (DACUM) process. The
workshop was held on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th of this month, in cooperation with the Technical and
Vocational Skills Development Commission at the Ministry of Labor. Several specialists from both the public and
the private sector have participated in the workshop, as well as several members of the Faculty of Architecture
and Design.
The workshop also received the support of the International Labour Organization with 3D printing products used
for the first time in Jordan, where participants learned the technique using Competency Profile.
The workshop, supervised by Dr. Mahmoud Al Disi, the Manager of the Consulting, Training and Language
Center, was concluded by giving granting certificates to participants in appreciation of their participation.
This workshop is an example of MEU’s realization of the importance of upholding its social responsibility towards
the youth, providing them with the skills that would open more horizons in their future and enable them to be part
of the national outlook for the future vision of the country’s centenary.
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MEU Organizes a Meeting for New Master Students

The Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at MEU, Dr. Ahmad Musa, met with the new students of Master
programs through Microsoft Teams to introduce them to the rules and regulations they must follow while
attending MEU. He instructed them to maintain continuous communication with the academic councilor to
explore their syllabus and gave them advice on how to tackle any problems they encounter while learning online.
The purpose of the meeting was to encourage Master students from different faculties to exchange experience
and feedback, and promote the spirit of competition to positively influence students’ abilities and enhance the
outputs of scientific research.
The meeting was attended by several faculty members, who emphasised the importance of regular attendance
and preparation for exams, in order to be up to the responsibility they are expected to undertake as students of
MEU. The students were notably interactive during the meeting and expressed their excitement of joining the
MEU family.
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A Private Visit to the National Center for Addiction

The Deanship of Students Affairs at MEU organized a private visit to the Anti-Narcotics Department’s National
Center for Addiction at the Public Security Directorate, attended by students from MEU, as well as members of the
staff of the Division of Cultural and Social Activities.
The visit included an introductory lecture about the center and the nature of services it provides to the patients
being treated from drug abuse, and how it helps them overcome the challenges they face. It also briefed the
visitors about the community-service programs the center hosts.
The visit was concluded with an introductory tour around the center, after which the center Director, Major Yazan
Barmawi, expressed his admiration of MEU’s effective cooperation with the center. It is worth mentioning here that
such a visit is a demonstration of MEU’s role in tackling real social issues as Jordan enters its second centenary,
including the issue of drug abuse that has become very widespread in recent years. This role extends to offering
the Jordanian youth a better life to enable them to create a better future for this country.
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MEU Organizes the IREC 2021 in Cooperation with GIZ

Under the patronage of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research Prof. Mohammad Khair Ahmad Abu
Kdais, and in the presence of the President of the Higher Education Accreditation Commission Prof. Thafer Assaraira,
the presidents of several Jordanian universities, and Arab cultural attachés, and in cooperation with the German
Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ) and its partners in AT-SGIRES, an Erasums+ project, as well as the
support of the IEEE-Power and Energy Society, MEU held the International Renewable Energy Conference (IREC 2021)
virtually on Wednesday and Thursday 14-15/04/2021.
During the opening session, Prof. Ala’a Eddin Al Halhouli explained that the conference is intended to encourage
researchers, scientists, engineers and students to present the results of their academic research, share their expertise
and ideas about renewable energy, strengthen their knowledge of the importance of smart networks, cybersecurity,
and the modern technology available for renewable energy and how to use it as an alternative to traditional energy.
Numerous participants from different countries were encouraged to share their ideas and experiences and to build new
relationships and partnerships to increase the number of participating projects.
The conference featured the achievements of students from Jordanian, Arab and international universities, as well as
those of companies and organizations working in renewable energy around the world. It focused on several pillars,
including innovation in technology, preparing innovative training strategies in the areas of smart networks and renewable
energy, the importance of the methods used to control smart networks, the importance of AI applications, and the
future trends and challenges of renewable energy.

16

2021

April

MEU President Meets New Students

MEU President Prof. Ala’addin Al Halhouli meets new students via Microsoft Teams, in the presence of the Dean
of Students Affairs Dr. Salim Sharif and several faculty deans and professors.
After welcoming the students to their second home, Al Halhouli briefed them about the mission of MEU, which
aims to upgrade students’ level and enhance their skills. He also encouraged them to feel as members of the
big university family which is characterized with mutual respect and which is composed of to-be leaders of the
future, overcoming the challenges of our time. In the aim of reaching this goal, he prompted students to be more
diligent in their studies and to also attend the extracurricular courses the university offers to students online in
a manner of optional attendance.
From his side, the Dean of Students Affairs Dr. Salim Sharif welcomed the new students, explaining the role of the
Deanship as that of an incubator of creativity, innovation, and excellence through its expert-led courses aimed at
equipping students with the skills they need in the areas of leadership, self-acknowledgement, communication
skills, and teamwork. He also briefed students about the services provided to students by the Deanship, and at
the end of the meeting he answered the questions and inquiries of students.
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MEU Meets New Students from the Faculty of Architecture and Design

The Dean of the Faculty of Architecture and Design at MEU, Dr. Jamal Abd AlQader, met with the new students
through Microsoft Teams to introduce them to the rules and regulations they must follow while attending
MEU. He instructed them to maintain continuous communication with the academic councilor to explore their
syllabus and gave them advice on how to tackle any problems they encounter while learning online.
The meeting was attended by several faculty members, who emphasised the importance of regular attendance
and preparation for exams, in order to be up to the responsibility they are expected to undertake as students of
MEU. The students were notably interactive during the meeting and expressed their excitement of joining the
MEU family.
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MEU Holds a Lecture on Early Childhood in the Time of Covid-19

The Faculty of Educational Sciences at MEU held a lecture on Early Childhood in the Time of Covid-19, given
to MEU students by Dr. Suha Al-Tabbal through Microsoft Teams.
The lecture highlighted the emerging circumstances that prevent the fulfillment of the objectives of the Early
Childhood program and provided guidance for the program staff on how to handle the situation from different
aspects.
Among the ideas discussed during the lecture were the challenges, solutions, and psychological aspects of
crises such as that of Covid-19 on children especially and how to deal with them. The discussion also included
some of the questions that households often think about and the possible answers thereof.
This lecture is another activity in the series of activities held at MEU as part of its Jordan centenary celebrations,
an occasion that promises a better future for next generations.
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MEU Meets New Students

The Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at MEU, Dr. Ahmad Musa, met with the new students through
Microsoft Teams to introduce them to the rules and regulations they must follow while attending MEU. He
instructed them to maintain continuous communication with the academic councilor to explore their syllabus
and gave them advice on how to tackle any problems they encounter while learning online.
From her side, Dr. Nisreen Yousef, Head of the English Language and Literature Department, emphasised
the importance of regular attendance and preparation for exams, in order to be up to the responsibility they
are expected to undertake as students of MEU. The students were notably interactive during the meeting and
expressed their excitement of joining the MEU family.
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