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Summary: 
 

This study aimed at highlighting the issues and problems related to confining the 

marine boarders amongst coastal states, taking the issue of confining the Continental 

Shelf as a practical example.  

 

This in addition to becoming acquainted with the solutions brought by the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of The Sea for the year 1982, the International 

Maritime Law in general, and emphasizing the role of the Arbitration Courts and the 

International Court of Justice in coming up with the legal solutions on disputes 

relevant to confining marine borders amongst coastal states. 

  

This theme is of vital importance as it has been a major cause to many international 

disputes, which can at last threaten International Peace and Security, in addition to 

resultant economic and political negative consequences.  

 

Also, this is considered an essential branch of the International General Law 

deserving lots of attention, which made me highlight the issue of confining the 

boards of Marine Territories dominated by National Jurisdiction, and the issue of 

confining the Continental Shelf as a special case to this study. All certainly was with 

the positive encouragement of my supervisor. 

 

This study will focus on issues related to confining Continental Shelf, which agitates 

complicated issues pertaining to determining its range and borders. These themes and 

issues will be dealt with in four chapters, excluding the First Chapter which 

embodies the Introduction and the Framework. These issues will also be dealt with in 

the theoretical framework of the study.  



ل  

 

The study will review the Legal System of sea territories dominated by the National 

Jurisdiction, starting with the internal territorial waters, the territorial sea and the 

contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone, while detailing the continental shelf 

as it is the main theme of the study. 

 

The purpose of this; is to identify the relation of the coastal state with each territory, 

and the rights and obligations it enjoys in the same.  

 

After dealing with these concepts and with the legal regulations and systems 

pertaining to each territory; we shall, in Chapter Three, define the rules pertaining to 

confining the external borders of the Continental Shelf and the issues they provoked, 

while mentioning some of the disputes which were particularly arisen when the 

continental shelf amongst some of the opposite or the neighboring states, was 

confined.  

 

Also, in this framework some of the practical problems will be studied, through 

reviewing related issues and cases which were heard by the Arbitration Bodies and 

International Courts in Chapter Four.  

 

In addition, we found out that the International Court of Justice passed a series of 

resolutions since the emergence of the issue of the North Sea Continental Shelf in 

1969, including the resolution on the issue of The Continental Shelf of the area 

between Greenland and  Jan Mayen  between    (Denmark and Norway)in 1993.         
 

Finally, we attach some of the study conclusions, findings and recommendations in 

the Thesis Conclusion.         
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