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The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in Democratic
Transition in Jordan
(1989-2009)
Prepared by: Aydah Musallam Al-Nawaisheh
Supervisor
Dr. Sa'd Faisal Al-Sa'd
Abstract

The study sheds light on the role played by civil institutions in the
process of democratic change between 1989-2009 in order to identify the
most important obstacles which limit the performance of such role.

It also aims to investigate the methods that help to stop such obstacles

The study is based on the hypothesis which states that the civil
institutions failed in playing their role to accelerate the process of
democratic change in Jordan. The legal impediments and the political
education dominating Jordanian society have been an additional obstacle in
the way of democratic change.

The study attempted to answer queries on: the identity of civil
institutions, the process of democratic change, the way to deal with such
institutions, with political parties and with vocational unions with regard to
the process of democratic change with the obstacles that face such
institution, and hence prevent them from playing an active role in the
democratic process.

To achieve the goals, the researcher adopted the descriptive analytical
approach using the historical method in relating the events conducive to the
creation of such civil institutions in Jordan. The study reinforced the

hypothesis and came up with the following findings:



e The horizon of democratic development was hindered by the
temporary Jordanian legislation no.(15) enacted in 1993 (One- vote
law) which led to the fragmentation of parties contributions in
(1993,1997,2003,2997)elections.

e The press and publishing legislation No.(27) enacted in 1997
restricted press freedom.

e The gathering law no.(45), A enacted in 2001.

e The political parties and vocational unions are so weak that they
played a marginal role in the democratic process since such parties
never meet the national needs of Jordanians.

Such findings dictate various recommendations that can help in
consolidating the democratic change. The foremost of these
recommendations are :

¢ Reinforcement of democratic changes pertaining laws and
regulations.

e (Consolidations civil behavior based on freedom of expression.

¢ Consolidating civil behavior based on freedom of expression.

e Respecting human rights and accepting opinions of others.

This can be achieved through the curricula of both schools and
universities. Political parties can also help through giving seminaries in
Jordanian universities explaining the role they play in Jordan. They also
can help by putting down realistic programs that deal with the real life or

Jordanian citizens.
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