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Analysis of Al Jazeera Channel's Discourse on ''Arab Spring"
in Syria: The "Opposite Direction' as a Model

Prepared by: Sabah A. Harahsheh

Supervised by: Dr. Mahmoud Raouf Al-Sadi

Abstract:

This study offers a rhetorical analysis of Al-Jazeera’s discourse (the
Opposite Direction as a model program) on the Syrian crisis in light of
what is known as the "Arab Spring events" since the beginning of the crisis
in March 2011 until September of this year, 2012. The researcher
"rhetorical analysis" as a means of giving a close reading of Al Jazeera’s
political discourse, as a means of uncovering any evidence supporting the
claim of many researchers who consider Al Jazeera an evolved form of the
Arab official media, whose main objective is to bolster the legitimacy of
the sponsoring regime and to serve its strategic interests

The text under examination covers all the episodes of the program
"Opposite Direction" that dealt with the Syrian crisis during the period
between 18/03/2011 and 30/9/2012 as this program is considered the most
controversial since its establishment, which coincided with the emergence
of Al Jazeera. The findings of the analysis could be summarized as follows:

First: the program discusses the Syrian crisis within the framework of the
impossibility of reforming and the exclusion of any political solution for
the crisis. This in turn led to encourage the viewers to abandon one line of
reasoning that underpin their popular beliefs and attitudes, in favor of an
alternative line of reasoning based on facts and circumstances when
judging the ideas addressed by the sub-episodes of this program. Hence
these episodes aimed to encourage viewers to choose what can be achieved
rather than adhering to any established principles, and this in turn
corresponded to the Qatar's perspective on this issue which revolves around
the four aspects addressed by this study:



The first aspect: the militarization of the Intifada and the external
interference.

The second aspect: regime collapse and the dismantling of the army.
The third aspect: the absurdity of Arab nationalism and resistance.
The fourth aspect: the recreation of the enemy.

Second: the Opposite Direction discourse can be characterized as an
escalating speech towards a Syrian crisis that aims to adopt a military
solution above all means.

Third: Al-Qasim does not offer two opposite perspectives in his argument
as he claims; instead his discourse is geared towards one direction only,
which enables Al-Qasim to achieve certain goals that are more often than
not incompatible with the majority of the Arab viewers’ position. Rather,
the direction al-Qasim promotes intersects, almost always, with the official
position of Qatar.

In light of these findings, the researcher concluded that Al Jazeera’s
discourse is far from being a revolutionary one. It rather signifies a
conservative stance that charectarizes Arab official media in general. This
conclusion, in turn, grants credibility to the viewpoint whose adherents
argue that al-Jazeera is merely an evolved form of Arab official mass
media.
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