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Abstract

The Role of UAE Daily English Newspapers
in Developing the Local Society

Prepared By

Jamal Izzat Abu Ali
Supervisor

Prof. Helmi Sari

This study aimed at exploring the role of UAE daily English newspapers, as
a significant communication tool, in supporting UAE local society
development in various aspects and domains. As a result of the unique
population structure of the UAE, in which foreign expatriate represent a vast
majority of the total population, such tool is embraced by a large number, if
not the majority, of UAE inhabitants who speak English as their mother
tongue or use it as a primary communication language practiced in their

daily routine affairs and businesses.

Issues from three major newspapers were selected to represent UAE Daily
English newspapers. The sample consisted 72 issues of Gulf News, The
National and Khaleej Times newspapers, printed during the period: Nov 1*

2010 to March 31*, 2011.



The study employed the Descriptive Analytic Approach, through using the
Content Analysis tool, where 4 main categories, with a sum of 32
subcategories were analyzed. Using Holsti Formula, an intercoder reliability

test was conducted, yielding a reliability numeral of 92.8 %.

Furthermore, the accumulated data was examined and studied through proper
statistical methods and Checks. It provided an overview about the
newspapers’ development related content, the geographical distribution of its

coverage, its information resources and the journalistic patterns adopted.

The findings of the study emphasized the importance of the role performed
by UAE English daily newspapers in supporting the developmental efforts
and plans in various areas, which include external politics and internal
political affairs, economic, social, educational and cultural domains along

with security, youth and spiritual spheres, besides other development areas.

The study revealed the need of having a more balanced and inclusive content
coverage, through extending additional attention to various developmental
areas and outspreading coverage to include all geographical areas of the

UAE, thus more adequate and reasonable exposure is achieved.

It recommended that the English newspapers should involve more UAE
nationals and Arabs in its editorial boards and journalistic staff, and
underscored the importance of conducting training programs to further
qualify its current personnel in areas related to UAE culture, traditions,

societal characteristics and communal aspects.
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